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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT . 0SS Records

1. This memorandum is for your information and is in
response to your request regarding the status and availability
- of the ""OSS Archives'.

2. The "OSS Archives' include the records of OSS, its
predecessor, the Office of the Coordinator of Information, and
its successor, the Strategic Services Unit (SSU). These records
contain between 10 million and 14 million pages of material and
are located in CIA, the National Archives, and the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Library at Hyde Park, New York. In addition, the :
CIA Central Reference Service holds 143 OSS films on countries,
training, operations, and the like., Access to these records is
~ controlled by CIA alone or jointly with the National Archives.

Tab A presents a more detailed summary of the location, volume
type of record, and control of access.

3. The OSS rnaterlals are still being used in the Agency.
In 1957 we started a systematic review of the OSS records and
have selected and duplicated a small percentage of these documents
for inclusion in the Clandestine Service Record System, The OSS
records are used for processing about Hueries a
week, for some of the current CIA hisforical program on bases and
stations overseas, and for operational and counterintelligence
purposes. For example, we are still using 201 files on China
which were begun in OSS days and continued through SSU and CIG
to the present.” These records are also used to certify creditable
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OS5 service for both US citizens and foreign nationals, to respond

to requests for information from individuals formerly associated
with the predecessor organizations, to answer unclassified inguiries
from the general public, and to settle claims from heirs or relatives
of former OSS agents.

4. Although well controlled and indexed for our current uses,
the OSS material is very poorly organized for historical research.
The TOP SECRET papers have been separated from those of lower
classification and have been filed by TS number. Other than that,
the papers are in no discernable order. The primary breakdown
of materials of lower classification is organizational. For example,
the files are stored in one group of boxes.
Within t0185¢ poxes the Iiles are essentially in the same order and
contain the same papers as when the last operating unit had them.
Since there was no standard filing system, the order and titles of
Tiles of any one component bears liitle resemblance to that of any
other, '

25¥1

5. DBefore these records could be released they would have
to be screened by officers who are aware of the currently useful
and classified information in them. Although I have not been able
to get an estimate of the number of manhours involved in screening
a box of these records, it is clear that meaningful access even by
cleared outside scholars would require so much preliminary
screening by CIA personnel as to be out of the question for the
foreseeable future,

6. The vast majority of the papers would be of no historical
interest to a scholar, and even if he were given completely free
access, the sheer volume of the materials that would have to be
searched before finding anything of historical significance would
be overwhelming, The problem would be more manageable if the
topic were limited to a single organizational unit or operation,
and if the researcher was directly familiar with the material under
consideration or had the help of someone who was.

7. From time to time access to 0SS records and information

has been granted authors and former OSS personnel to publish
unclassified articles and books. Tab B summarizes some of the
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| more important of these instances. Occasionally, students and’
o . scholars request information on OSS from the National Archives
© . and the Department of the Army. When possible, these requests
‘... are honored with the approval of CIA.

8. There are some legal agpects of the problem of control

o, and access to these records worth noting. One deals with the
" Freedom of Information Act which raises certain questions about-
' ';‘ the accessibility by private individuals to some of the OSS records.
e Another is our responsibility to preserve all of thege documents
. under the statutes on archival material. In addition, there has

! been some question about the legal title to the OSS materials now

- in our custody. These topics are covered more fully in Tab C.

EDWARD W, PROCTOR |
Assistant Deputy Director for Intelligence

“Attachments:
Tab A - 0SS Archives (location, volume, type, access control)
Tab B - Summary of Release of 0SS Records
Tab C - Legal and Policy Aspects

- ce: D/DCI/NIPE w/atts.

- EWProctor:fbr
. Distribution:
Original and 1 - Addressee w/atts.
R 1 < DDCI w/atts.
- 1 - General Counsel w/atts.
1 - DDP
SRR C/RID/DDP (Mr. Little) w/atts.
oo "1 = DDS w/atts. . e ' L
.Y 1 - Mr. Pforzheimer w/atts.
1 - ADDI w/atts. '

\w .”Al‘ I
1 - ADDI History file w/atts.
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‘ Access
- Location L Pages Control
CIA Headquarters 2.5-3,5 CIA (SSU)
RID/Archives
IA Records Center 6.0-8.3 CIA (SSU)
National Archives 1.5-2.0 National
Washington, D, C. Archives
and CIA
Franklin D. Roosevelt 0.03 CIA

Library ("closed" section)
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OSS Archivesg .

Content

OSS Director's files

Some OSS personnel, operational,
and miscellaneous files

SSU records

0SS field records
OSS documents and studies prepared
by the Research and Analysis Branch
OSS administrative files
(personnel, finance, communications,
training, medical, logistics, etc.)
OSS operational reports )
OSS project files :
Selected OSS fileg ol

25X1

Records of the Office of the Coordinator
of Information

Records of the Research and Analysis
Branch, OSS

Records of the Interdepartmental
Committee for the Acquisition of
Foreign Publications

Conversations with foreigners on postwar
problems in foreign countries
(San Francisco, 1945)

Correspondence between FDR and
General Donovan

OSS reports, studies, and miscellaneous
documents sent to the White House

LIiDP84-00780R0036001 40018-1
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Tab B

Summary of Release of OSS Records

For a time immediately after World War II certain of the
OSS records were made available for unclassified publication.
General Donovan and others felt that the story of OSS should be
told publicly, and at least 181 different OSS reports and documents
on key operations were declassified and made available on request
to the public media. Included in this was material on Operation
Sunrise (the Italian surrender); the Jedburghs (aiding the French
Resistance); the Torch Mission (North African invasion); and
OSS activities in Siam. Some of the personnel involved were
—nade agailable for interview Retween Januaryv 1948 and October

25¥1

General Donovan had maintained a set of duplicate files
and records in his private office in New York. These included
his correspondence with the White House, the JCS, State, War,"
and Navy as well as a complete file of R&A reports and other
working papers, classified through TOP SECRET. Following
his death in 1959, these papers were taken into CIA custody,
although technically they are still the property of the Donovan
estate. His heirs and partners commissioned 2541

. : 25%1
to write a biography of Donovan, Arrange-

IS WeTe made Tor the author to have full access to the OSS

records, subject to CIA security approval and declassification

of material for inclusion in the book. On CIA initiative this

arrangement was canceled during the McCone period. Access

to Donovan's OSS papers we hold--considered part of the Donovan

estate--was later granted to (formerly 254l
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the OSS Executive Officer) to write a biography. This has been
completed; and the book, Donovan of OSS, is to be published
this month. None of the classified material in the Donovan
papers we hold was used in the book,

Classified material from "OSS Archives' on the surrender
of German troops in Italy was made available to Mr., Dulles by
the Director in 1964, and the necessary material was declassified
for his book, The Secret Surrender. Information from official
OSS documents in British hands was published in SOE in France
by Michael Foot (1966), a volume in the official British History
of the Second World War. There is no record that permission
. to use this material was requested by the British.

Copies of some OSS reports on the French Resistance have
also been furnished to the semi-official Comite d'Histoire de la 2°
Guerre Mondiale in Paris in response to an official request through
the French Embassy in Washington.
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Legal and Policy Aspects

The Freedom of Information Act

The Freedom of Information Act of 1966 (effective 4 July 1967)
creates certain problems. The basic intent of the Act is to require
every federal agency, on request for identifiable records, to make
them available 10 any person requesting them and thus to prevent
Government agencies from unjustifiably withholding information that
should be reasonably available to a person having some basis for
seeking it. The Act makes provision to exempt from its terms
information which should be kept secret "in the interest of the
national defense or foreign policy''. This would appedr to exempt
our classified OSS archives from its provisions. Also exempted

- are personnel and medical files, as release would constitute a

"clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy', and investigatory
files of a security nature.

The General Counsel advises that in his opinion to give access
to the "OSS Archives" to certain people and not to others requesting
the same privilege cannot be successtully challenged under this Act,
provided we are dealing with classified records and appropriate
security clearances, It should be noted that there is a suit presently
pending in California under the Freedom of Information Act in which
the plaintiff seeks to gain access to certain 0SS records in possession
of the Army. The plaintiff seeks a ruling that the Freedom of
Information Act authorizes the court to review the validity of the
claggification of the documents rather than to accept the executive
determination thereon. While the Federal District Court has ruled
against the plaintiff in this case, the General Counsel states that
we cannot be sure of the outcome until the pending appeal has been
decided. The General Counsel also notes that there are a substantial
number of papers in the "OSS Archives" which, if made public, could
be seriously embarrassing or damaging to people still living, and
about whom certain types of information probably cannot be excluded
under the exclusion given to personnel or security files under the
Act. :
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Archival Aspects of the OSS Records

A good deal of the material in the OSS records represents
material within the meaning of the statutes bearing on archival
material, and much of it, except for duplicates, cannot be destroyed
under the provisions of those laws., While the National Archives
cannot tell us to give access of this material, they do exercise some
control over its ultimate destiny, For instance, our recent request
to destroy wartime photographs of no use to us was denied by the
National Archives.

Liegal Title to OSS Records

For some time there was doubt about who had legal title to
the OSS records in our custody. Following the dissolution of OSS
in October 1945, these records along with the operational and
administrative units of OSS were transferred to the War Department
and placed under the Assistant Secretary of War.

After the creation of CIG, the Secretary of War ordered that
the SSU records required by the Director of Central Intelligence
were to be transferred to the Office of the Secretary of War and

"placed under the operational control of the Director of Central
Intelligence'. When SSU was liquidated as an operating entity in
October 1946, its personnel, property, supplies, and equipment
were transferred to CIG, but its records were not specifically
mentioned in connection with the transfer. (There is some
undocumented recollection that in 1946, when Admiral Lieahy, ‘
Chief of Staff to President Truman, ordered an official OSS history
prepared, SSU did not have the funds for this project, and it may
have been funded by the JCS under whose jurisdiction OSS had
originally been placed.) There is some recollection that the title
to the records was left "'deliberately fuzzy for jurisdictional reasons
of the time.

On 30 January 1952, Mr. Houston addressed a memorandum
to the DDCI regarding Control of OSS Records. In it he concluded:
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"In view of the foregoing, it is our opinion
that there has been no transfer of title, in legal
concept, of the OSS records from the Department
of Army to CIA but that full operational control,
including release of information, has been granted
to CIA by the Department of the Army. As a
practical matter, we believe the records could
be authenticated as SSU records by either CIA.
or the Army depending on what is desired in any
one case. In the past, releases or clearances
through the Army have been handled by the Army ..."

On 2 May 1964, following full coordination with DDP components,
~the Director of Security, and the General Counsel, Mr, Kirkpatrick,
as Executive Director, wrote the Interdepartmental Committee on
Internal Security that:
", .. the classified data produced by this
Agency from the US Government and disseminated
“within the Government, on a need-to-know basis,
cannot be released outside those confines and
this Agency has no program for such releases.
As custodians, we must also impose these same
limitations upon the records of our predecessor
organizations (OSS, SSU, and CIG), Wherever
such records might be held."
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MEMORANDUM & OP* : HAcsistant Doguly Direcior for L. L cnce
}
é

SUBJECT

e 0SS Arciivesh

|
N |
1, Crganizaticns Involvad

I‘ il

|

i
The2 records {archival rictorial) cerzidsridia g z,s DINGT I
with the establishment of tho Cilico of the Coorll ter of Imfor. ._on ||
under Concral Donovon on ll .',«‘u?y 152, COIwas cucee. .:. C.ililLome . T

by e Cillce of Stratepic Services (OL:) whichwes ploc. il o020 L

diccion of the Joint ¢nicfs of Zteif., Dy Duocutive Orlew S04, < LI

September 1945, }?resident Trumzn ordercd the turmination o ¢ L e o
*, ~

tive 1 October 1945. Under the prov. GIC“:-..«; cf Yhet Suecutive Owonn, C

-~

Recearch ond Ana’ys:.s Dranch (_x.& £y, e Punlsniit ...vn ur....-c“, .

< £

other minos function s, but excladins tho 7 o E
in Cormony and Auouza. wers tyon.forie .l 1o g ,
rarcfer inciuvled th vecords ¢f Tiose functl AL ¢ o osduneticos o 0 I m

incledin, e vecords, wers fuunslovred T the Wase Do o orl, T a T

'\p‘!‘.em!:i, 1615, vec"e tary of Vige Tolloroen ereated e T soioSer L.
Undt {85U) with e E’-xrecwm enda the ’ cretary -0
I

e C 81 was lig 1'4 doted 23 an grcrating unit on 19 Cclulor -0 it
Cortral Imtelligence Group {CIC) ia cto course assumin racse o o o5 -
o s Howeve.., S50 centinues to exist 2s an entity which i3 cenciders . :
n lotegral yort of é!.f‘.. larociy four the »urpose of rcylw"-"‘ L5 . fic
vecuasts for cort ain typas of ;\;r faiste tive information T .U o . PO !
By doted 15 A-=il 1003, My, Helms, ©. . 20, éo. . e
S ced tne € L, RID (row as Directer, & [ .ouisoo Qoo W
Alraladstoatlive o*affé RiD, as its '\~<~'«3cu’,~:~:4 Seeretary, 0 L. i iso: gm
usced terys 388 Archivas'! co*fm“zw.. the records noitad ;'.:'.-;, TomrnL L :»

with vhe sveation of CCY in 1941 and cnding with the lguid:

oo oding entity in 1940 plus the \.Om_r\z.zn fales and covzcopond.. s of .

G

2, Physizrl Locs iqn of "O3S Lt ves” and Descripticn of 7o i3

a. 2ID/Archives - CIA E:,“'- guzrters, 1796 cw.fi, 77 ..l comilis
the W38 Dizcetor's Files, soms novsonnel files, operationcl ilico aad t.onu
records most frequdntly called fow, :

|
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b, CIA Record Cemer { | 4151 cu.ft. These comprise
ficld recordsiRIA do *afnents and stuaigs} versonzel, finance, communica-

e W treeprarp et e
_tiens, training, modical, logistics aud other administzative files; some

ogerational reports end project filcs; and some documents and cards set
zside for 2t the time he was engaged in writing the OSS
ilistory (f ce& p\‘:‘s’?. Lo Co D OVJ}-

¢. The Naticnal Archives, Washington, D, C. 1300 ce.fi. of which
973 cu. ft. wore trancierred from the Dopartment of Stete, These comprise
sorme COI records but the great part eczthe R&A records which were trans-
{erred to the Department of State upon the liguidation of 0335, It includes
incoming and outpoins conmymunications, both from 058 officials and from
state Department persoanel in the {icld, It also includes reports prepared
by the War and Navy Departments and other agencles which were received
in R&A, Also included are the records of the Interdepartraeatal Commitice
for the Acquisition of Foreizgn Publications which wes loceted in 0SS, (Cae
& inch file is notod as containin~ "summaries of conversations of steff meme
Lers with representatives of forelnn groupe in the United Stotes and with
foveipners, chieily delegates to the San Francisco Conference, reparding
postwar problems, opinions and conditions in foreign countries, ' 1945),

ds  CIA Central Refayvence Service - Headguarters, 143 OI5 films
on countries, operational reporis, training aids, target studies, ctc.

" e, Xranklin D, Roosevelt Library, Hydo Park, New York. 13 boxes,

Corraspendsnce between Proelident Roczevelt and General Donoveny, O3S
reports and atudies end miscellancouvs documents, The bulk of this material
consists cf the originala of the correspondence and reports sert to the
Fresident,

£. An archival rule of thumb is 2000 sheets of paper to one cubic
fcct (half 2 safe drawer). Thua a wild sucss as to the number of pages

involved hoze {minus the FDR Library boxes) would be 13, 840, OGJ. Howavaer,

sonte boxes ave crammed, othors culy partially {illed, etc., 20 it is im>cza
cible to recach a firm figure. Ten mnillion pazes might be 2 top working fizos

3. Aceess to and Control of O35 Archives®

2. RID[/Archives, Cverscll control is cxercised by the I?irecter
and Executive Secretary of SSU, Ceneral access ia limited to ClA employ=
cag through RID/Archives on a necd-to~know basis. Requesis from other

e

l’-\mr\r‘b L i
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goverament agencies or {rom non-governracnt sources for information in
{he files are procossed through the Ixccutive Secretary of 58U, These
iziter arnount to less than a dozen a month and do noi include| |
requesis,

b. Reecord Center, Same procedure as in a, above, except that
he Anency Records Management Officer houses the materiel,

c. The Neotjoral Archives, This organization will not release the
O3S material in its poosession without the specific approval of the CIA
Records Manazement Officer, who, in tuvn, needs the approval of the
Tuccutive Secretary of S5U. While the G55 R&A records now in Archives
were transferred to the State Departmert in 1945 and by thera ultimately
pransforred to National Archives, the latter will not release this material
without CIA epproval,

d. CIA/Central Reference Service. OSS films are heoused in CRS
but release for use outsicde the Agency is controlled by the Executive
Secretary, SS5U. Many of the tradecraft films are being used by the liai-
son services,

¢, Franklin D, Roosevelt Library. The 058 records herc are
wazirtzined in the Y'closed" section of the Library. It is bolieved that caly
Jis or 55U can authorize access., Access to the limited amount of early
Roosevelt~Donovan correspondonca and Presidential references to O58
ox its material which are not in the Y'closed't section of the Libraxy
{presumably very little) is controlled by the Historical Division of the

State Dspartment,

4, Lesgal and Policy Dackground

A& noted abovo, following the dissolution of OSS onl Qctoler 1945,
most of the records of the R&A Branch and certain other minor 0SS func-
tions were transferred to the National Archives, However, it has been
¢he policy of the National Archives to consult us on any request fox release
of clossified material, At the same time, the operational and adninistra-
tive units of OSS were transferred to the War Department and placed undorx
the Ascistant Secretary of War, The 058 records not transforred to State
were also included, and these comprised the major segment of the records,

Sometime after the creation of CIG, the Secretary of War ordercd
¢hat the S5U records required by the Director of Central Intelligence were
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to be transferred to the Office of the Secrctary of War and “piaced under
the operationsl control of the Dircctor of Central Intelligencce.” When E5U
was liquidated a3 an operating entity in October, 1946, its peruonnel, prope
exty, supplies and equipment were transferred to CIG, but iUs rocozds were
not specifictlly mentioned in connection with the transfer., (Tierc is pome
endocumented recollection that in 1946, when Admiral Lezhy, Chicf of Staif
to President Truman, ordercd an cofiicial OSS history propaved, S5U did
not have tho funds for this project, and it may have been funded by the JCS
under whose jurisdiction OS5 had originally been placeds) There is pome
recollection that the records were left Ydeliberately fuszy' fox jurisdictional
rezsons of the time, ©On 30 January 1952, My, Houston addressced a memos
randum to the DDCI regarding Control of OSS Records. In it he concluded:

"In vicw of the foreroing, it is our opinion that there

has been no transfer of title, in legal concept, of the OS5
vecords {rom the Deparimernt of Azmy to CIA but ¢hat full

perational control, including release of information, has
boen granted to CIA by the Departmont of the Army, As 2
practical matter, we believe the records could bo authentie
catsd as SSU records by either CIA or the Army deponding on
what is desired in any one czse, In the past, relecses or clear-
ancas through the Army have been handled by the Ariny public

velations offices,”

she Tirector of Security, and the General Counsel, Mr. Kirkpatrick, as
Znocutive Dirvector, wrote the Interdepartmental Committee on internal
Speurity that:

On 2 May 1964, following fall ceordination with DDP components,

" .. the classified data produced by this Agency
for tho U, S, Government and disseminated within the Covorn-
mcent, on a nced-to~know tasis, cannot be released outside
those confines and this Agency has no program for such
relcases, As cusicdians, we must also impose these same
limitations upon the records of cer predecessor orgenizations
(0SS, SSU and CIG), wherevey such records might be held, "

I+ should be notad that a good deal of the material in the VOS5
Axchives' represents ''record” material within the meaning of the statuies
bearing on archivel material, and much of it cannot be destroyed undor the
provisions of those laws. While the National Archives cannot tell us to give
access fo this material, they do exercise some control over its ultimate

Approved For Release 2006/08/31 - CIA-RDP84-00780R003600140018-1
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destiny, X or instance, a@ur recent request to destroy a lot of wartime photos.
of no use to us, was denied by National Archives,,

5. Tlre ¥reedom of Information Act

" The Freedom of Information Act of 1966 (effective 4 July 1967) creates
:xtain problems, The basic intent of the Act is to require every federal
cncy, on request for identifiable records, to make them available to any
:rson requesting thern and thus to prevent goverament agencies from unjusti-
fizkly withholding information that should be reasonably aveilable to a person
havinz some basis for seeking it, Tha Act makes provision to exempt from its
terms information which should be kept secret "in the interest of the national
defense or foreign policy." This would appear to exempt our classified OSS
archives from its provisiong; Also exempted are personnel and medical files,
as release would constitute a ''cleariy unwarranted invasion of personal privacy',
and investigatory files of a security nature,

The General Counsel advises that in his opinion to give access to the'DSS
Archives' to certain people and not to others requesting the same privilese can-
not be successfully challenged under this Act, provided we are dezling with classi-
fied records and appropriate security clearances, It should te noted ti:at there
is a suit presently pending in California under the Freedom of Inforrmation Act
in which the plaintiif secks to gain access to cortain OSS records in possession
of the Army. The plaintiff seeks a ruling that the Freedom of Information Act
acvthorizes the court to review the volidity of the classification of the docurments
rither than to accept the executive determination thereon, While tha Federzl
District Court has ruled against the plaintiff in this case, the General Counsel
states that we cannot be sure of the outcome until the pending appeal has been
decided, The General Counsel also notes that there are a substantial number
of papers in the "O35S Archives' which, if made publie, cculd be seriously
embarrassing or damaging to people still living, and about whom certair types
of information probably cannot be excluded under the exclusion given to per-
sonnel or security files,

6. Use of the ""OSS Archives"

2, The "O&S Archives" originally comprised about 12, 000 cu, fi.
By elimination of duplicate and unneeded non-record materials, this has
been reducaed to about 5000 cu.ft. In addition, sinee 1957, about 1000 boxes
have been reprocessed and, as a result, an estimated 7% of all documents
reviewed were reprocessed into the Clandestine Services Records System,
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at this moeans is that, while cll Q3585 Archives" documernts are maint¥ined
inviclate in thelr ori-inal segregated OS5 archival boxes, copies have boon L F
mudoe and reprocesscd inte the CE Hlecords System to tho tune of an estimated %"h,\
7% of the documents reviewed since 1957, Another 1750 boxzs are currently w}ﬁ‘
cing processeds 1osoified queries to the MOS8 Archives' for name checks 1,«}
nd other opewrational inforimation amount to about 500 a week. (These latter W/
include name traces for both CIA and othewr government zroencies), :

RSO ————

e g

i

b, With the end of the wazr, General Donovan and others fclt that the
story of OS5 should bo pudblicly told and, in the period erding 1 October 1945,
at least 181 differcont OSS reports or docurmnents wers deciagsified and made ‘
avzilable on vequest to nowspapers, magazines and radio networks, In- :
cluded in this documentation was cuch meterial as Operation Sunvise (the
#alian suryender); the Jedburpghs {aidine the French Resgistances); the Torch
Adission {North African invasion); and 085 activities in Siam. Scome of the ;
perecnnel invelved were mads available for interview, Commencing in ‘
Jeavary 1945 and ending in October 1947, 2 zeries of 18 ariicles was pre- :
mazred by Lt Richard M, Kelly and cthers under OS5 directicn und was
sublished in Mlunebook mapazine, Theso included an operation in Greace
by Captain Andy Rogers; the Guiliver Mission in the Tyrol {writicn by Al :
Ulrzor); the Halyard Mission (Captain George Musulin's mission to rescus '
Allied aviators from Yugoslavic); Operation Ruth in Siam; and OS5 success
with the Hachina, Books were also encouraged, including Sub Rosz by ;
Stewast Aloop and Thomas Braden and Cloak and Dapger by Corey Ford :
and Alastair Mc3ain, Howevaer, with the advent of CIG, further cxploita-
tion of CS5 archival material ceased, except for what had been preparved.

co Following the death of Geneval Donovan in 1959, the Donoven
heirs and pariners dosirved to comumission a life of General Donovan, with
Lcavy emphasis on the higtory of OSS; L & senior OS5 251
ofieial, was hired for this purpose, Under the agreement, he would have
had full access to the "OSS Archives', subject to our declassiiying the
metoriel he was to publish and with CIA sccurity approval of the manu-

script vequived, With| dvancing age and death, this project
wos turned over to| he author, under the same conditions,
Foy various reasonss =d nt o go through with the project

dering the MceCone period, and it was canceled; subsequent atiempts to

rovive it have been turned down by the DCI, To allow it to go forwazrd at

the nresent time would raise the sorious problems under the Freodom of
nformation Act noted in paragraph 5, ebove, Upon the death of Goneral

Doncvan, those OSS duplicate files ard records which he maintained in his

private office in New York, were brourht back into CIA custody. They

included chrono files of his correspondence with the White House, the JCS

R f
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State, War and Navy Departmengs, as well as a complete file of R&A
roporte and other working papdrs, ciassified through Top Secret,

These files are now kept i and the "OS55 Archives", but they are

still technically the property of the Donovan estate and are so recognized,
Access to this estate matevial was granted to the author, Corey Ford, and
Ctto Doering, the latter formerly the O5SS Executive Officer and long time
parizer of General Dorovan, in order to pyepave a biography of the General,
This permission does not run 2foul of the Freedom of Information Act,
Lecause the documents concerned were technically part of the Donovan
ectate and wot goverament property. This book, Donovan of OSS is to be
puiblished in February 1970, However, due to Corey Ford's method of
working, he did not utilize any of the classified material in the Donovan
estate papers, : '

in Paris, headed by M, Henri Michel, which collects material on the
French Resistance, made a formal request through the Fronch Embassy

d. The serni-official Comité d'Histoire de la 2° Guerre Mondiale ry%
in Washington for permission to have copies of OSS reports on the _Frenchy 1

have been furnished to the French,

L s : ‘
Resistance, largely relating to the Jedburghs, Copies of thiz mnoiorinl 7 \))})V L

e. Classifiad material in connection with Operation Sunrise, the
surrender of German troops in Italy, was made aveilable to My, Dulles,
by the DCI in 1964, and the necessary material was declassified for his
book, The Sacret Surrender,

i, Information from official OSS documents in British hands was
utilized £n the book entitled SOE in France by Michael Foot (1966}, which
compriscs a volume in the official British History of the Second World War
published by Her Majesty's Stationery Office in 1966, There is no record

-,

that permission to use this material was requested by the British,

2. Rocords in the "OSS Archives" ave utilized for current[ |

for some of the current CIA historical program on bases and 25X1
stations overseas, and for 201 files used for operational and countere
intellipence purposes with CIA., Thus, some material on China, for ( M
example, formed 201 files which were commenced in 058 days and were

countinued through 58U, CIG and CIA days to the present and are still
veing uscd, Current non-Agency use consists of certification of creditable
O8SS service for both U. S5, citizens and foreign nationals; responsas to
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ztion from inlividuals formerly associzted with the
or arsnciea, snswerins unclassified inquirics from the gencral
settling claims svbmiitad by heirs or relatives of formoar OSS

1o Roguests for Informalion to the MNational Archives frormn studants
or ccholars have been honoraed, whore poosible, by the CIA Iccords Manase-
wont Cillcer with the approval of the Executive Secretary, SSU. The same

asystem is followed by the Deparimoent of the Army for OSS material in their J
files,
S&i
7. Conditicn of the "O5S Archives s
A

If public access to "OSS Archives" for schelarly purroses were to év o
be granted, a considerable manpower program would be required. All
the operatinnal records, 20} files znd the like, would have to be acreened
by competent officers coanizant of current oparational reguirements
Lziore reizase could be accomplished, There secems to be no woy to moke
cven an ecuecated guess of the man hours that this undertaking weuld raquire,
Tae malterial which has already been released ia but a emall vart of the
waole, and most of the books ca 053 bove been writton without aceess to \
it and sullgr accordinaly, There is still encosh curvent vge of tho YOSS
Azchivez™ to make the undertaking of a large declagsification preorram
Cifiicult at this time or in the forcseeable future, particulariy in the
iight of curreat budjetary and pereocanel restrictions,

Vialter Pforzheimer
Curator
Zistorical Intelligence Collection

Distribution
Orig & 1 - Addressee
1-GCC
2 - HIC .
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SECR ET DD/s 70-0182

14 Japuary 1970

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE

E-X-T-R-A-C-T

"1. OSS Arghives: At the Executive Committee Meeting todey there
was a discussion of a request from the British concerning the availability
of {nformation from the OSS archives. It seems that the British are planning
to compile a classifled history of intelligence in World War II. Hopefully
after its completion an unclassified version could be compiled and released.
The Director was concerned about the content of these archives and the
sensitvity of relationships created in World War iI which continue up to the
present time. The Director asked Ed Proctor if he would take over responsi-
bility to consider the British request and review the OSS archives and report
back to the Director with recommendations of what might be done. After the
meeting I talked to Ed Proctor and pointed out our interest in the archives
and suggested that we get together to discuss the handling and examination
of these archives. Proctor stated he really knows nothing about them and that
ke would ask Walter Pforzheimer to take over the initial job for him. Proctor
will ask Pforzheimer to contact me with a view to working with our records
management group {n this activity. [ made the point that we do not have an
archivist in the Agency nor have many of these records been exploited properly
by professional historians. Proctor said he was quite aware of this and that
this {s the kind of an issue he i his paper. As soon as Pforzheimer
contacts me I will refer him tmlwhom I expect to have lined up 25%l

the necessary paper and access to these records.”

E-X-T-R-A-C-T

Distribution:
Orig - C/SSS
4 - DD/S Subject
1 - DD/S Chrono

SECRET
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1. At the ciaff mecting the other day you aghed Ed Procior
: w—

to examine the imnoct on ClA of Sritish disclosures of past intelli-
conce activitios. The problem of 083 axchives appears to be
soonewhat related to this question and I believe that you aviwd Zd

(o include this matier in his study, For vwhat it is worlih, Iam
citaching a cony of 2 memoranium which I wrote in 1967 recorimend-
Lo s dewd wits the National Arciives

2. The moifer geoms 1o me 0 b of some currany inltorest
Tesausg of the desirability of using individuale who La WE oo

f
rr
v
+
re
{7
5
o
(o
r_
9]
L2
el

%
.;..N,-::sc;:;:,i cupericnce with OS5 activity {0 gcreen t,-e w
i iz weleaced to the Arxchives. Unhowpily, thes
' o digappear. I am sendiay a copy of
r ::,::‘ to the DY,

Sooachment (ER 67-5290, 8 Nov 67 to DDP)

cc:( ADDE
Do At Mr. Meyer DD/S Distribution:
1 -C/SSS on 19 Jan 70

1 - DD/S Subject
NIPE:JAB:dm

Distribution:
Original - DCI
1 - ADDI
1 - DDP Att: Mr. Meyer
1 - NIPE/ subject
@- NIPE/chrono
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